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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

 

Morning Prayer is said Mon-Fri at 9 am in the office. 
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 AN ORGAN CELEBRATION 

 

On November 9 (following the famous Luncheon), St. Luke's 
will be celebrating two additional important events.  The first is 
the concert by “our own”  Joshua Stafford, and the other is the 
50th anniversary of the organ. 
 

It is remarkable what Josh has accomplished in such a short 
time. After his exposure to the organ at age 11 as part of a Pipe 
Organ Encounter, then under the mentoring of Richard Corbin, 
he is now a sophomore at Curtis Institute of Music. This year he 
won 2nd place at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Organ Competition; 
and is an organ scholar at Washington Memorial Chapel in 
Valley Forge, PA.  This concert is truly a Welcome Home 
event, and Chautauqua County should celebrate and be proud. 
 

The Kate Ashwell Memorial Organ at St. Luke's was built in 
1957 by the firm of Aeolian Skinner, Boston MA, under the 
direction of Joseph Whiteford.  The organ was dedicated on 
Sept. 8, 1957; but it was not the first organ at St. Luke's. Its 
predecessor, built by the Hutchings company of Boston in 1894, 
served the church for 60 years. This summer I spent some time 
perusing old records and photos of our church, and found 
pictures and programs from the dedication of the Hutchings 
organ on November 27, 1894.  In 1898 Alexandre Guilmant, 
professor of organ at the Paris Conservatory, gave a recital on it.  
 

Jamestown can be proud of its organ heritage.  There are many 
fine instruments in our immediate area, as well as in Warren, 
Erie, and Buffalo.  What makes our organ special?  How does it 
compare to the others? 
 

You might guess that it is the size of the organ that makes it 
special. Our organ has 2,122 pipes. That seems big; however, 
First Lutheran and First Presbyterian have much larger organs, 
and the famous Massey Organ at Chautauqua Institution has 
5,640 pipes!  

ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The Rt. Rev. J. Michael Garrison, Bishop of Western New York. The Rev. Eric 
M. Williams, Rector. The Rev. Susan Anslow Williams, Associate Rector.   
The Rev. Sandra Dower, Priest Associate. The Rev. Dcn. Cathleen Basile. 
The Rev. Merrill Woolnough, Associate for Internet Ministry. Kim Johnstone 
Mann, Parish Secretary. Barbara Bumsted, Director of Christian Formation. 
Ronald McEntire, Director of Music.  David Paterniti, Sexton.  Karen Collins 
and Paula Pickett, Wardens. Office: 410 North Main St., Jamestown NY 
�Phone (716) 483-6405  + Fax (716)483-6406  + �StLuke@madbbs.com  + 
�www.wingedox.com 



Or, you might say it is because of the “bells and whistles”  such 
as the zimbelstern, glockenspiel, or the chimes, birds, gunshots 
and other digital sounds installed by the firm of Fisher and 
Company of Erie. But other organs in Jamestown have these as 
well. 
 

There really are three things that make our organ special. 
 

1. THE BUILDER: Aeolian-Skinner of Boston was the 
Cadillac of its day.  No expense was spared on the quality of 
craftsmanship.  From the 5.5 horsepower blower that provides 
the air, to the construction of the bellows and reservoirs, to the 
welding of the pipes, it was made to last.  This is why you will 
find Aeolian-Skinner organs at such places as the Mormon 
Tabernacle, the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, Riverside 
Church, the Kennedy Center, and Grace Cathedral in San 
Francisco. 
 

2. TONAL DESIGN: Every pipe on this organ sounds good.  
Nothing is harsh or unpleasant to the ear. The pipes make 
beautiful music independently and when joined together. The 
ensemble is balanced and melodic.  The selection of types of 
sounds (ranks) also makes the organ flexible for playing a vast 
array of organ literature. 
 

3. INSTALLATION: The building at St. Luke's provides a 
wonderful sounding board for the organ.  The acoustics are 
perfect, and the placement and design of the installation make a 
great combination. There can be a great organ in a “dead” 
building and a bad organ in a great building; we have the best of 
both worlds. 
 

How did we get such a great instrument? St. Luke's owes a debt 
of gratitude to Kate Vanderburgh Ashwell. At the time of her 
death on September 2, 1953, Mrs. Ashwell left a most generous 
bequest to St. Luke's Church. The Wardens and Vestry 
established a Trust Fund and voted that the first income from it 
would be used for the purchase of a new church organ in her 
memory. We reap the benefits of that gift Sunday after Sunday, 
as well as those special concerts and recitals.  Do join us on 
November 9 for what is sure to be a great one. 
�
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Featuring home-made Chicken a la King on biscuits and 
home-made pies; Apple, Concord Grape, Pumpkin, Lemon 
Sponge, and Cherry.     
TICKETS are available this Sunday at coffee hour from any 
member of the Bishop Overs’  Guild, and at the church 
office.   TAKE-OUT orders must be ordered and pre-paid at 
the church office by Thursday Nov. 8th – call the office at 
483-6405.  Don’ t miss this annual event featuring the best 
food you’ ll enjoy this fall, and a great tradition at St. Luke’s!  
BAKERS – Anyone who would like to support the Bake Sale 
is welcome to donate your offerings. Please label your items, 
especially if they contain nuts; clear wrap or holiday theme 
wrap is great!  Thank you for your contributions and 
continued support! 
 



Thanksgiving as a community of faith - Family style. 
A Thanksgiving feast will be held at St. 
Luke’s on Thursday, November 22nd at 2:00 
p.m.  All are welcome to attend.  Please 
email to roxwendling@hotmail.com or 
phone or text message at 499-3629 if you 
plan to attend.   
 
 


